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Introducing Senate Resolution for Bob Levinson

On March 99 ten years since Coral Springs native Robert Levinson disappeareddn Iran

Senator Nelson introduced S.Res. 85, a resolution calling on the Government of Iran to fulfill
repeated promises of assistance in the case of Robert Levinson, the hetdjéstited States
civilian in our Nationds history. The resol ut
notes the repeated pledges by the Government of Iran to offer assistance that has not been

fulfilled; urges the Government of Iran to take miegful steps to assist in his return; and

encourages President Trump and United States allies to press the Government of Iran at every
opportunity to locate and return Bob.

Opposing Cuts to Healthcare

On March 14, Senator Nelson went to the Senate Edoavice his opposition to the health care
legislation being debated in the House of Representatives called the American Health Care
Act. Senator Nelson warned that the House bill cuts Medicaid, raises costs and reduces
coveragé&z including for seniorg while cutting taxes for the wealthyl.o view an excerpt from
the speech visitittps://youtu.be/4 Y]V8t9xi8

Combatting Tax-Related Identity Theft

On March 9, Senator Nelson introduced S. 606, the Identity @ahdffax Fraud Prevention Act,

which aims to combat identity theftlated tax fraud. Specifically, the bill raises penalties on

criminals perpetrating crimes, directs the IRS to design a more streamlined process for handling

ID theft cases so thattheréa x payer doesnét have to wait mon:
helps the IRS identify and prevent the crime, and supports local law enforcement efforts to track

down and prosecute the fraudsters. According to the IRS, more than 1.8 million peaple wer

victims of taxrelated identity theft in 2015 alo@ancluding over 190,000 people in Florida,

more than any other state.

Funding for Pulse Victims

On March 13, Senator Nelson announced that the Department of Justice is awarding an
additional $8 miliot o t he St ate of Florida to help the \
Pulse nightclub in Orlando. The funding will help provide grief counseling for victims, witnesses

and first responders, and reimburse the costs for establishing-the groundFamily

Assistance Center in the immediate aftermath of the shooting.


https://youtu.be/4_YjV8t9xt8

Filling Bankruptcy Judgeships

On March 15, Senator Nelson became a cosponsor of S. 632, the Bankruptcy Judgeship Act of
2017. Introduced by Senator Coons, this bipartisan legislation would make permanent sixteen
temporary federal bankruptcy judgeships, including two in the Southstnddof Florida, while
creating an additional six bankruptcy judgeships, including two in the Middle District of Florida.

Questioning FCC Chair about ' Amendment Rights

On March 10, Senator Nelson sent a letter to Federal Communications ComnH€X)n (

Chairman Ajit Pai asking a series of questions regarding his views on the news media and his
ability to be an independent regulator over the media industry. The letter, signed by twelve
Democratic Senators on the Committee on Commerce, Sciencetargpdrtation, followed a

series of concerning responses from Chairman Pai regarding the media and First Amendment
rights of journalists at the Senate Commerce
To view the hearing visitattp://bit.ly/2lwAg4w.

Raising Questions about Drone Safety and Security

On March 15, at a hearing of the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, Senator
Nelson recognized the great promise of commercial drone use, but reminded witnesses that
Aadvances of technology also radseecmpottiyandr

are certainly no exception. o At the hearing
to as Adroneso), Dr . Emi |l i o @adeAwatioaz, Directo
Department, shared his concerns with the growing numbédosé calls between drones and

aircraft near airports. To view Senator Nel s

http://bit.ly/2nKz7Ar



http://bit.ly/2lwAq4w
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March 10, 2017

The Honorable Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" St., SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Pai:

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is the sole federal agency to which
Congress has conferred direct regulatory responsibility over the nation’s media.

Media independence is a hallmark of this great nation — which is why it is troubling to
hear various members of the administration openly attack the media.

As FCC chairman, you have direct authority over the nation’s broadcast and media
marketplace. Your independent agency controls whether broadcast stations are allowed
access to the U.S. airwaves, oversees elements of the contractual relationships between
media outlets and their distribution partners, renders judgements on mergers and
acquisitions of media properties, and issues regulations that can affect the financial future
of major media companies. And ultimately, the decisions that you, your fellow
commissioners, and the agency staff which you oversee make affect the viability and
sustainability of news media.

However, we find your lack of full transparency at this week’s hearing in the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation on FCC oversight to be
unfortunate for someone who has been renominated to head the

commission. Specifically, your refusal to answer straightforward questions about how
you view the media and whether you will uphold the First Amendment rights of
journalists and media outlets is concerning.

While you have long claimed to be an advocate for the freedom of the press and the First
Amendment, your silence on the matter and refusal to take a stand against threats levied
at the media is troubling given your regulatory and oversight role over the industry.
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Moreover, such a lack of response could call into question the ongoing independence of
the FCC under your watch.

Accordingly, we ask you to respond directly, fully, and individually to the questions
below, which will inform our ongoing consideration of your renomination for an
additional five-year term on the FCC.

1) Do you believe the media is the “enemy” of the American people?

2) Can you assure us that you will exercise your authority as chairman of the FCC to
regulate the media in an impartial manner?

3) Will you commit to us that the FCC will not act in a manner that violates the First
Amendment and stifles or penalizes free speech by electronic media, directly or
indirectly, even if requested by the administration?

4) Did you commit to the administration, as a condition for your elevation or
renomination as chairman of the FCC, to take any action against a specific media
entity or generally against broadcast entities, cable network owners or other media
outlets?

5) Will you commit to us that you will exercise your authority as chairman of the FCC in
a manner that fully respects the absolute independence of the agency from the
executive branch?

6) Finally, will you commit to inform us and the public of any attempt by the White
House or by any executive branch official to influence your decision-making or direct
you to take or not take any action with respect to media interests within your
jurisdiction, including the license renewal applications for broadcasters (whether or
not such contacts fall under the ex parte rules or other legal or ethical rules applicable
to the FCC)?
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Please provide your responses no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, March 17, 2017.
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